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SPRING MEETING 
 Another reminder for our Spring Producer Meeting scheduled for April 11, 2012 at St.Mary’s Hall 
in Navan.  This is the same hall where our previous meetings have taken place.  The meeting will begin 
at 10:00 am and finish around 2:00 pm.  Dr. Pamela Ruegg is an excellent, down to earth speaker.  
Please bring all your questions re scc, mastitis and treatments.  Lunch will be provided as usual.  Please 
call if you are planning to attend so that we can give our caterer a “heads up”. 
 
MILK CULTURES 
 On the topic of mastitis, we strongly recommend culturing high scc cows, ones that freshen with 
abnormal milk or are flagged on DHI test, and cows that spike scc from previous DHI test or are about to 
dry off with an unusually high scc.  At Navan, we are committed to trying to get your culture results back 
ASAP, in order to help you in making treatment decisions.  To ensure you get results back before a 
weekend, cultures should be submitted by Thursday morning at the latest.  On most milk samples we 
can grow bacteria by 24 hrs.  Samples that we receive later than Thursday morning will be frozen and 
cultured Saturday morning, to be read on Monday.  Cultures left too long will overgrow with bacteria, 
making ID of the organism much more difficult.   
 
ANIMAL WELFARE 
 As animal welfare issues become increasingly forefront in the media, we must be constantly 
vigilant of some procedures and protocols for every day animal  treatments.  Many producers have been 
dehorning their own calves, or having them done at herd health visits.  Veterinarians are being urged to 
provide as best we can, a pain and stress free experience for procedures like dehorning.  Calves should 
be dehorned as early as possible in life.  As soon as the horn buds can be palpated, the calf can be 
debudded.  The ideal procedure includes sedating the calf, followed by localized freezing of the horn.  
This allows for a few hours of pain relief post dehorning.  When we compare how calves behave post 
dehorning using different treatment protocols, it becomes quite obvious that the small amount of extra 
time added by freezing the horn results in calves that return to eating and drinking much quicker.  All of 
us would be happy to show anyone interested how to and sedate and anesthetize these calves safely 
and effectively.  The cost for meds is really quite minuscule, likely in the order of $1.50 per calf.  Let’s all 
be proactive and ensure we do what we can to minimize the pain and stress of dehorning.  
 
CQM 
 
The next information meeting will be March 27, 2012 here at the vet clinic.  Anyone scheduled for CQM 
inspections this spring/early summer should consider attending. 
 
 


